
0

5

10

15

20

25

Birth
 - 6 m

onths

7 m
onths-1 y

ear

1-2 ye
ars

2-3 ye
ars

3-6 ye
ars

6 ye
ars 

and older

C O N T A C T  U S :
Carrie Balian, Program Coordinator
224.343.1873
ilhvgbys@gmail.com
https://www.ilhandsandvoices.org/guide-by-your-side

P R O G R A M  I N F O R M A T I O N :
1 Program Coordinator
Part C to Part B Transition Specialist
LTF (Lost to Follow Up) Specialist
14 Parent Guides (PG) - 3 of the PG’s are also DHH 

Located throughout the state
Backgrounds vary in communication and amplification
opportunities
Guides who are native Spanish speakers
Parent Guides who are deaf

5 DHH Guides 
Different communication and amplification modalities
Various hearing differences
Diversity in cultural representation

Guide By Your Side
Quarterly Report
January - March 2024

OUR MISSION: 
The Illinois Hands & Voices Guide By Your Side (ILHV GBYS) program provides unbiased emotional support
and resources by trained Parent Guides to families with children who are deaf/hard of hearing. 

Through IL Hands & Voices fundraising, personal donations and funding through the Illinois Early Hearing
Detection and Intervention Program (EHDI), Illinois Hands & Voices Guide By Your Side is able to provide
free services to families. Families can be referred to the program from providers or call directly to
participate.

CONNECT WITH US

FOURTH (2023)  & FIRST (2024) 
QUARTER COMPARISONS

Orange bars represent 2023 fourth quarter GBYS child age at enrollment

Blue bars represent 2024 first quarter GBYS child age at enrollment

A significant representation of professionals and parents from Illinois journeyed to Denver, Colorado for
the annual Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) Conference held from March 17th to 19th.  
This event serves as a crucial platform for networking, featuring engaging plenaries and insightful
presentations. 

ILLINOIS REPRESENTATION AT EHDI:

Among the attendees were six
dedicated members of the Illinois
Hands & Voices Guide By Your Side
program, who made remarkable
contributions through a diverse
array of presentations. These
included one impactful poster
presentation, two informative
instructional sessions, and an
impressive nine breakout sessions.
Their active involvement
showcased their commitment to
advancing awareness and support
for children with hearing loss and
their families. Looking ahead, the
24th edition of the EHDI
Conference is set to take place in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania from
March 9th to 11th, 2025.

mailto:ilhvgbys@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/illinoishandsandvoices
https://www.instagram.com/ilhandsandvoices/
https://www.ilhandsandvoices.org/guide-by-your-side


English

57.4%

Dual
27.7%

ASL
6.4%

Spanish

4.3%

Other
4.3%

0 5 10 15 20

Condition associated with hearing loss

No known syndrome or etiology

Hereditary

0

5

10

15

20

Cau
ca

sia
n

La
tin

o

Afri
ca

n A
mer

ica
n

Mult
ira

cia
l

Pa
cif

ic 
Isl

an
de

r
0

5

10

15

20

En
ro

lle
d 

in 
EI

Not
 e

nr
oll

ed
 in

 E
I

Pe
nd

ing
 e

nr
oll

men
t i

n E
I

Aged
 o

ut
 o

f E
I

0

10

20

30

40

50

No 
Hea

rin
g lo

ss

Fo
llo

w up
 la

te
r

Not
 In

te
re

ste
d

Una
ble

 to
 re

ac
h

Mat
ch

ed

47%

t

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

Alic
ia

Anit
a

Cor
ie

Crys
ta

l
Els

a

Gan
na

Han
na

La
ce

Llo
yd

Mair
a

Meg
an

Ra
mon

a

Re
yn

a
Sar

ah

GBYS Data from January - March 2024 

THIS QUARTERLY REPORT IS
SUPPORTED IN PART BY GRANT

FUNDING THROUGH THE IL
EARLY HEARING DETECTION &

INTERVENTION (EHDI)
PROGRAM. 

Gender of those enrolled
Pink = Female
Blue = Male

Unilateral vs. Bilateral hearing loss
Orange = Unilateral

Blue = Bilateral

Amplification status at time of enrollment
Orange = No hearing technology in use

Red = Using hearing technology

Enrollment status
Matched = 44, Unable to reach = 18, Not interested = 6

Follow up with family at a later date = 1, No hearing loss = 3

Primary language in the home

Medical history of enrolled child

Racial identity of enrolled child Early Intervention status at time of enrollment
Pending enrollment means that the family has had contact

with EI and is working through the enrollment process.

Parent Guide Matches


