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WHO ARE WE?
The Illinois Families for Hands & Voices mission: A parent-driven, non-profit organization that supports
families with children who are deaf and hard of hearing without a bias around communication modes or
methodologies.

The Illinois Hands & Voices Guide By Your Side mission: Provides free, unbiased emotional support and
resources by trained Parent Guides to families with children who are deaf and hard of hearing.

If you are looking for resources, parent support, events or anything else, we want to help!  View our
contact information on page 29.

Events

Camps for Kids



Dear Readers,

When our oldest son, Jack, was born deaf, we were shocked. There was no family
history of hearing loss, and we had no idea what lay ahead. Like 95% of families
with children born with hearing loss, we were hearing parents. Without Newborn
Hearing Screening, it could have taken years before we understood Jack’s needs.
Thankfully, we were able to get him enrolled in Early Intervention, giving him
critical access to language and communication during those crucial early years.

For over 15 years, I’ve served as the Coordinator for Illinois Hands & Voices Guide
By Your Side—a parent-to-parent support program for families with children who
are deaf or hard of hearing. I know firsthand how invaluable it is to have other
parents to lean on. I wouldn’t have known what I needed to know without their
support, guidance, and shared experiences.

In 2020, our program partnered with the Early Hearing Detection & Intervention
(EHDI) program within the Illinois Department of Public Health. This collaboration
allowed us to receive automatic referrals of families whose children were
diagnosed with hearing loss. We could then connect with them early, offering free,
compassionate support from trained Parent Guides—parents who are also raising
children with hearing loss.

This vital work is made possible through grants from the CDC and HRSA, and
sustained by the dedication of the IL EHDI team. However, recent budget cuts have
placed the future of these programs in jeopardy.

I encourage you to reflect on what Newborn Hearing Screening and parent
support have meant for your family. Share your story. Advocate for continued
funding and support. Together, we can ensure every family has the tools and
support they need to thrive—no matter what challenges they face.

Thriving Together,
Carrie Balian

Parent of a son who is DHH
ILHV GBYS Coordinator

HV HQ Region V Coordinator
HV HQ GBYS Program Lead
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Happy Summer! I hope this school year is wrapping up well and the excitement
of summer is in full swing! 

Spring is typically a busy time for us at Illinois Hands & Voices, and this year was
no exception! In February, several of us attended and presented at the Illinois
Teachers of the Deaf & Hard of Hearing Conference in Naperville. We enjoy
attending this conference with our Illinois teachers every year. In March, a group
of our board members attended the Early Hearing Detection and Intervention
Annual Conference in Pittsburgh. These conferences are a great way for us to
learn, connect with others in the deaf/hard of hearing community, and present
to others about the important work we're doing.

We also held one of our favorite events of the year: Moms Night Inn! In April, we
got nearly 40 moms and female caregivers of kids who are deaf/hard of hearing
of all ages together for a retreat. The weekend was filled with informative
sessions, self-care, and time to connect with other moms who understand each
other's experiences. We laughed, cried, made new friends, and can't wait for next
year!

Stay tuned for more details on our summer picnic, and have a fabulous
summer!

News from our Illinois
Hands & Voices President,
Amy Keslinke

President’s
Corner
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The conference featured keynote speakers
Linsay Darnall Jr. and Dr. Michelle Hu, who
offered powerful insights into Deaf and
Hard of Hearing education, accessibility, and
advocacy. Their presentations underscored
the importance of equity, individualized
support, and the need to center the voices
of Deaf and Hard of Hearing individuals in
all areas of education and care.

A strong family focus was present
throughout the conference, with six
speakers from Illinois Hands & Voices and
the Guide By Your Side (GBYS) program.
These leaders contributed unique
perspectives through sessions that fostered
collaboration between families and
professionals. Teachers, specialists, and
parents connected, shared experiences, and
explored resources; a powerful reminder
that meaningful change happens when we
partner together.

Whether you're an educator, service
provider, or parent, the 2025 ITDHH
Conference reaffirmed a shared
commitment: to ensure that every Deaf and
Hard of Hearing child in Illinois has the
opportunity to thrive.

IN OUR
ITDHH
ERA

Written By:
Nicole Bersell,
IL Hands & Voices
Guide By Your Side
Parent Guide

The 2025 ITDHH (Illinois Teachers of the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing) Conference
brought together professionals, families,
and advocates from across the state for a
powerful two-day event focused on
improving outcomes for children who are
Deaf or Hard of Hearing.

Held at the Chicago Marriott Naperville,
this year marked the 61st anniversary of
the conference. The event emphasized
collaboration, innovation, and inclusion,
showcasing a wide range of breakout
sessions led by experts in the field. Topics
included: Early intervention and language
development, educational technology and
assistive listening devices, supporting
students’ social-emotional needs, best
practices in classroom accommodations
and accessibility and family engagement
and advocacy.
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The goal of EHDI (Early Hearing Detection and
Intervention) is simple but powerful: to identify hearing
loss, as early as possible, so that babies and their
families can access the support they need for strong
language, social, and emotional development.

EHDI is a nationwide public health initiative, supported
at both the federal and state levels. Its mission is to
ensure that all babies are screened for hearing loss by
1 month of age, receive a diagnosis by 3 months, and
begin early intervention services by 6 months. EHDI
provides guidance to support newborn hearing
screening, timely diagnosis, early intervention, family
engagement, and professional training. It also helps
states improve data tracking, reduce loss to follow-up,
and ensure coordinated, family-centered care for
children who are deaf or hard of hearing.

Each year, a vibrant mix of audiologists, early
intervention providers, educators, medical
professionals, researchers, advocates, families, and
students gather at the EHDI Conference. It’s a unique
opportunity for everyone in the EHDI community to
connect, collaborate, and learn from one another.

Through interactive sessions, networking events, real-
life stories, and practical tools, the conference offers
something for everyone involved in supporting babies
and young children who are deaf or hard of hearing as
well as their families. It’s a space where shared
experiences, new research, and best practices come
together to strengthen family-centered care.

The 2025 EHDI Conference, held in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, was filled with energy, inspiration, and
insight. Seven board members from Illinois Hands &
Voices proudly presented on a range of important
topics, including:

Parent–Professional Partnerships
Promoting Mental Health in DHH Children from
Diagnosis
Culture and Identity in Culturally Diverse DHH
Families
Special Factors in Education Plans
Theory of Mind and Its Role in Social Development
IDEA and Advocacy for Parents and Professionals

This event is more than just a conference—it’s a
growing community of families, providers, and
advocates working together to give every child who is
deaf or hard of hearing the best possible start.

The 2026 EHDI Conference will be held March 15–17 in
Jacksonville, Florida, and is expected to welcome over
1,000 attendees. We hope to see even more families
and professionals there, continuing to connect and
grow together.

ENERGY,
INSPIRATION,  
& INSIGHT
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
EHDI CONFERENCE

By Hayley Denna, M.A CED



PROMOTIONS

Hanna Swearinger

Hanna is the mother of two children, 
one who is hard of hearing. 

Hanna and her family live in Tazewell
County.

ilhandsandvoices.org

Elsa Huerta

Elsa is the mother of three children, 
one who is hard of hearing. 

Elsa and her family live in Cook
County.
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Senior GuideSenior Guide

Illinois Hands & Voices Guide By Your Side

Both Elsa and Hanna promoted through the Lead Guide level and onto being Senior Guides

Megan Christoffel

Megan is the mother of three
children, one who is hard of hearing. 

Megan and her family live in Will
County.

http://www.ilhandsandvoices.org/


TINA GRIECO-CALUB
Tina has been with the IL Hands & Voices Board of Directors for 6
years. Her background in Audiology and Language research is a
significant asset to our organization. I had the pleasure of
interviewing Tina and getting to know her a bit better, now I share
her with you. If you have questions for Tina, you can reach her at
the contact information below. Enjoy getting to know her!

Board of Director Spotlight
by Andrea Marwah, ILHV Executive Director

Tina......

She has broad experiences which
allows her to support families by
bridging the professional parent
continuum.
She is a member of the United
States Masters Swim Program and
competes in open water swim
events.
Her go to dance move when no one
is watching is the “Roger Rabbit”.
One bucket list item is to visit her
husband’s family in the Philippines.
If she had a talking pet she would like
to have a dog that intelligently
speaks in an English accent.
Tina’s most adventurous thing?
Moving to Chicago from a small
town in Pennsylvania all by herself as
a young woman.
She chose Creedence Clearwater
Revival’s “Proud Mary” as her stage
entry song! 

www.ilhandsandvoices.org

Fun Facts about Tina:

....lives with her husband Eugene and children Emily
and Tyler in Highland Park.
....is a researcher at the University of Illinois Chicago
Department of Psychiatry.
....discovered her passion for audiology and speech
pathology as an undergrad, drawn to the
technology and objectivity of audiology. Her
curiosity about why we do what we do led her to
pursue a PhD in neuroscience, where she explored
how hearing and the brain are connected. She
enjoys combining research, teaching, and
collaboration to advance communication sciences
and help others.
....would be “Katniss Everdeen” from The Hunger
Games and “Rey” from Star Wars if she had to be a
fictional character.
....would tell her younger self “do not let fear of the
unknown rule your decisions.”
.....would ask her older self “about their favorite
memories, and their favorite people, and the marks
they feel like they have left on the world.”  
.....frequently starts dancing, especially at the
embarrassment of her children, she also pretends to
be an amazing basketball player, often showing off
her dramatic no-look pass.

Tina Grieco-Calub
Director for Childhood Hearing Research
tgcalub@uic.edu

Tina’s advice to families:  “Follow your gut!”

Illinois Families for Hands & Voices is a 
501c3 Non-Profit Organization, EIN 06-1724201 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hid10EgMXE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hid10EgMXE
https://www.ilhandsandvoices.org/
mailto:mclyne@philiprockcenter.org


THE
DEAFBLIND
DIFFERENCE
MICHELLE CLYNE, ILHV BOARD MEMBER
Written by:
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Sitting Independently

The DeafBlind Difference: Helping Your Child Learn to Sit Independently
Learning to sit independently opens the door to playing with toys, seeing more of the world, and
interacting with family. If your child is Deaf or hard-of-hearing (D/HH), or if your child has a combined
vision-hearing challenge (is deafblind), the journey to sitting might look a little different—and that’s
okay.
If Your Child Is Deaf or Hard-of-Hearing
If your child is D/HH, they usually have full access to visual information even if they do not have typical
hearing. Because sitting is mostly a motor skill, your child will likely learn to sit at around the same age as
hearing children. If your child also has vestibular (balance) challenges or additional needs, those
factors might impact the development of sitting. However, being able to use their eyes to watch you,
follow moving toys, and explore the world around them will help your child develop balance and body
control. Brightly colored toys and smiling faces can encourage your child to lift their head, reach, and
balance—important steps toward sitting up on their own.
If Your Child Is Deafblind
If your child is deafblind (has a combination of a vision and hearing difference), they may need a other
kinds of support as well. Without full access to sights and sounds, your child may use information from
touch and movement to learn how their body works. They may not automatically reach for a toy just by
having it shown to them or sounded for them, which can make learning to sit up a little more challenging.
Your child might take longer to learn to sit, but with the right support, they will get there.
You can help by giving your child lots of safe chances to move and explore. Giving your child consistent
touch cues when you help them pull to sit, move from your arms to a seated position, or in similar
situations help your child anticipate sitting and prepare their bodies. Gentle hand-under-hand support
to reach to items nearby can encourage exploring. Creating a consistent, tactile environment will help
your child understand their body and how to balance. Sitting your child in your lap, playing movement
games, or using toys with interesting textures can make a big difference.
Supporting Your Child’s Growth
Every child’s path is unique. Children who are D/HH may sit up with just a little extra visual support, while
children who are deafblind often benefit from more hands-on deminstration. By noticing what your child
responds to and offering the right kind of encouragement, you are giving them the tools they need to
grow, explore, and shine.
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PREPARING FOR
THE UNKNOWN

Preparedness in
Emergency
Document
Planning

Written by: Maira Nava

I recently attended the EHDI Conference
in Pittsburgh, PA, where I participated in a
session titled "If I Could Go Back: How to
Better Prepare for Natural Disasters,"
presented by Paula Pittman, Kate
Ducheneau, and Jennifer Clark. The
session highlighted the devastating fires
that occurred in Hawaii in 2023,
emphasizing the critical need to create an
emergency plan for essential documents.

One of the key takeaways was the
importance of assembling an emergency
bag containing vital physical documents
such as passports, birth certificates,
social security cards, as well as essential
medications and devices. It's crucial to
store this bag in a designated location for
quick access during an emergency.

In addition, the presenters recommended
establishing an electronic safe haven for
all important documentation. This can
involve creating a dedicated email
account for each child, organizing
documents into clearly labeled folders.
Essential documents to include are
assessments, Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs), Section 504 plans,
Allergy and Asthma Action plans,
medication lists, provider contact
information, and audiograms.

Finally, designating a trusted individual
who can access these email accounts can
greatly facilitate a smoother transition of
care during emergencies. This proactive
approach can help ensure that families
are better prepared for unexpected
situations. 
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https://forms.gle/F5q4TC2E58urm5Ph7

https://forms.gle/F5q4TC2E58urm5Ph7
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Their unique lived experiences
Technology tips
How they navigate social situations
How they developed their personal identity
And so much more

Deaf & Hard of Hearing Guides share with families:

NOW
AVAILABLE! ilhvgbys@gmail.com

224.343.1873 Voice/Text

Contact us to get connected for free!

What do you do to make
sure you don’t miss hearing

announcements in
environments like an

airport?
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Resources�for�Families

www.illinoissoundbeginnings.org          

20

Illinois Sound Beginnings

https://www.illinoissoundbeginnings.com/


Please choose IL Hands & Voices as
your nonprofit organization
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Regístrese en este enlace: http://tinyurl.com/ILHVSignup2025  o escanee

This event will be provided only in Spoken Spanish.  
To access the recording of this event that was in spoken English go to:

https://youtu.be/w4OALxsUCpM

http://tinyurl.com/ILHVSignup2025
http://tinyurl.com/ILHVSignup2025
https://youtu.be/w4OALxsUCpM
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Join us for an opportunity to ask questions
and learn more from our team of deaf and

hard of hearing (DHH) Guides.

Register through the QR code or at
http://tinyurl.com/ILHVSignup2025  

to receive the zoom link.

http://tinyurl.com/ILHVSignup2025




IL SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF OUTREACH
IL Department of Human Services 

"Children of a Lesser God? Why unpacking matters" "Addressing
Language & Literacy: One Size Does Not Fit All" "Supporting
Speech Intelligibility in Children Who are Deaf and Hard-of-
Hearing" 

"Understanding and Supporting the Mental Health of our Kids"
"The Early Years Project" "That Makes Sense! Sensory Systems
Besides Vision and Hearing" "Early Intervention Information and
Updates" "Effectively Partnering with Caregivers in Early
Intervention" 

"Stimulating Tactile Activities for Young Learners with Vision Loss"
"The EHDI database - can it support young children with visual
differences and their families?"
“Functional Vision Assessments” 

 

Holiday Inn Bloomington-Normal 
8 Traders Circle, Normal 

ADA Accommodations: 
All ADA accommodation requests must be
received3weekspriortotheevent.This can be
done during registration. We will do our best to
meet all of your accommodation requests.

Valid block dates: 
Sunday June 22 and Monday June 23. 

Room rate: $149, includes breakfast 

Must book by June 6, 2025. 
Booking link: https://tinyurl.com/yp934cfw 

Conference brought to you by: 
IL School for the Deaf Outreach | IL School for the Visually Impaired | IL Deaf Blind Project 

IL Service Resource Center, ISRC | Foundation for Hearing and Speech Resources, FHSR 
ISU Department of Education | Early Intervention DTH and DTV Providers 

Questions? andrea.marwah@illinois.gov or 630-697-3544 

2025 OFFERINGS 

Vision Sessions: 

Hearing Sessions: 

Combined Sessions:

Professional Development:

8:30AM - 4:15PM 

June 23-24, 2025

ISU Alumni Center 
Normal, Illinois 

REGISTER NOW 

https://forms.office.com/g/C2SvmGBHYC 

Hotel Room Block: 

IL Early Intervention Credit: Applied for 
ISBE Professional Development: Approved

https://tinyurl.com/yp934cfw
https://tinyurl.com/yp934cfw
https://tinyurl.com/yp934cfw
https://tinyurl.com/yp934cfw
mailto:andrea.marwah@illinois.gov
mailto:andrea.marwah@illinois.gov
https://forms.office.com/g/C2SvmGBHYC
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PARENTPARENT
CONFERENCESCONFERENCES

All session topics will  address

EI, pre-school &
school success

andrea.marwah@illinois.gov
Contact us for more information :

Registration coming soon

Sessions for parents and adult
caretakers, and DHH kids 13+

Illinois School for the Deaf 
Outreach 
Annual Statewide

Childcare ages 2-12

South of Seventy
Ina

SEPTEMBER 6 SEPTEMBER 20 OCTOBER 11

North of Eighty
Oak Forest

South of Eighty
Jacksonville

Choose from
3 statewide locations

Mark your calendar today for the location nearest you:

For families/caregivers of children who are deaf/hard of hearing

mailto:andrea.marwah@illinois.gov


To view the camp list visit: https://docs.google.com/document/d/15OZbGFhSv-
PbJAjjsitiPux4egRjrCiRaIiLN31iB9I/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.29xhkidvypj4

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15OZbGFhSv-PbJAjjsitiPux4egRjrCiRaIiLN31iB9I/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.29xhkidvypj4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15OZbGFhSv-PbJAjjsitiPux4egRjrCiRaIiLN31iB9I/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.29xhkidvypj4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15OZbGFhSv-PbJAjjsitiPux4egRjrCiRaIiLN31iB9I/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.29xhkidvypj4
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Illinois Hands & Voices, Guide By Your Side does not support or endorse any
specific organization, communication or amplification choice. 

The information in this newsletter is to simply share with families and
professionals the resources and events available to them. 

Follow us on Social Media:

IL Hands & Voices Guide By Your Side (ILHV GBYS)
Carrie Balian, Program Coordinator
Phone: (224) 343-1873
Email: ilhvgbys@gmail.com

Andrea Marwah, Executive Director
Email: executivedirector@ilhandsandvoices.com
Web: www.ilhandsandvoices.org

IL EHDI Program
Phone: 217-782-4733
 Email: DPH.newbornhearing@illinois.gov
Web: www.illinoissoundbeginnings.org

FIND US
HERE... @illinoishandsandvoices @ilhandsandvoices
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ACRONYMS
H E R E  A R E  S O M E  A C R O N Y M S  T H A T  Y O U  M A Y  S E E  T H R O U G H O U T  T H I S
N E W S L E T T E R  O R  I N  I N F O R M A T I O N  O N L I N E

IDPH - Illinois Department of Public Health
IEP - Individualized Education Program
ILHV – Illinois Hands & Voices 
ISRC - Illinois Service Resource Center
GBYS – Guide By Your Side 
JCIH - Joint Committee on Infant Hearing
LTF - Lost to Follow-up
L2L - Leadership to Leadership
NCHAM - National Center for Hearing
Assessment and Management
PG - Parent Guides (parents of children who
are deaf/hard of hearing)
SNIPPET - Simple N Informative Parent-to-
Parent Education Tools
Learn more on common acronyms here:
https://www.illinoissoundbeginnings.com/acronyms

1-3-6 - Hearing screened by 1 months of
age, Diagnostic testing by 3 months of age,
and enrolled in Early Intervention and
parent support by 6 months of age
AAP - American Academy of Pediatrics
ADA - Americans With Disabilities Act
ASL - American Sign Language
CMV - Cytomegalovirus
DBA - Doing Business as Agreement
DEI - Diversity & Equity Infusion 
DHH – Deaf Hard of Hearing
EHDI - Early Hearing Detection &
Intervention
IDEA - Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act

ILHV GBYS and IL EHDI work together on many initiatives
and call themselves The IL Sound Beginnings Team

https://www.illinoissoundbeginnings.com/acronyms

