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Blackjack and Baskets
Illinois Guide By Your Side (GBYS)
Carrie Balian, Program Coordinator
Phone: (224) 343-1873
Email: ilhvgbys@gmail.com
Web: www.ilhandsandvoices.org/GBYS

Save the Date
• FREE family event page 2...June 8
• Baseball fun page 3….
• Family picnic page 4...July 27
• Deaf Awareness Events pages 5
and 12...multiple dates
• Kids Fest page 8...June 1
• Illinois Deaf Campers page
13...June 20-23
• Camp Sign page 15….July 25-Aug 3

On April 6th, 2019, our IL Hands & Voices
and Guide By Your Side programs held our
annual fundraiser at the Chicago Marriott in
Naperville Illinois. Fundraisers such as this
are important as they help us continue
reaching and serving families throughout
Illinois through our Guide By Your Side program, fun and engaging events, scholarships and ongoing support to families
with children who are deaf and hard of hearing.
This year we hosted our first casino night! Guests had a choice between popular casino games like craps, blackjack, poker, or roulette. Players would win
chips as they would in a casino then the chips would convert to raffle tickets
which were then put into the amazing baskets that were donated to our
event. We had over eighteen raffle baskets each one with a value of $250.00
or more! Items included White Sox tickets, Amazon Fire tablet, overnight
trips, museum and theatre packages, tattoo gift cards, BOBS furniture gift
card, ABT gift card and tons more!
50/50 tickets were available prior to the event online or in person and were

(continued to page 14)
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Illinois Hands & Voices board members
and Guide By Your Side parent guides
came together the first weekend in
March to attend the Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) Conference held in Rosemont, IL. They
had the opportunity to meet and network with other parent guides and
board members, medical professionals
and educators throughout the nation,
while learning the most up to date information in the world of hearing
loss. During the conference, participants were able to attend a variety of
breakout sessions to learn more about specific topics. Some of our board
members presented breakout sessions on topics including CMV
(Cytomegalovirus), IDEA and Advocacy, Deaf Plus Other Disabilities and Incorporating Deaf Culture and Listening/Spoke Language Outcomes. In addition to
the educational sessions, Illinois Hands & Voices/Guide By Your Side hosted a
parent evening that was open to all conference attendees that are parents of
children with a hearing loss. This was a fantastic way for families to meet each
other and enjoy some fun and games. Next year’s EHDI conference will be in
Kansas City, Missouri from March 8-10, 2020.
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Deaf Awareness Day
Friday July 12th
Cubs Vs. Pirates
1:20 pm Game time
Contact the Chicago Cubs to purchase tickets.
Call 800-THE-CUBS or email fanservices@cubs.com
All guests who purchase tickets for Deaf Awareness Day will
sit together in one area. This is a great way to meet others
with hearing loss while enjoying a great afternoon at the park!
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Deaf Awareness Days
Six Flags St. Louis, MO on June 15,
2019. The Missouri Commission for the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing and Six Flags
St. Louis work together to provide a
fun and
educational
experience
for the
supporters
of the Deaf
and Hard of Hearing Community. Sign
Language interpreters will be stationed
in several areas of the park throughout
the day including all shows, the train,
Guest Relations, First Aid and our Main
Gate. Missouri Commission for the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing and other
organizations who are involved in the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community
will be stationed in our DC Circle Area
with information.
Coupons and information on how to
purchase online tickets are available
through the Missouri Commission for
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 5)

Deaf and Hard of Hearing. All family members and supporters of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community are
welcome for this event, however, all individuals attending will require an admission ticket.
Park hours for Deaf Awareness Day are 10:30 a.m. 10:00 p.m. Hurricane Harbor is included with your paid
admission ticket.
Six Flags Great America
(Gurnee, IL) and the
Lake County Center For
Independent Living present the 24th Annual
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Awareness Days!
The days for this event will be July 20, 21, 27 & 28. Discounted tickets are available for pre-purchase on the
Great America website under events/special group
events tabs.
On Saturday, July 20 sign language interpreters will be
available in the park at specific shows at designated
times and also all day in Guest Services. Interpreters
will be available on July 20 only. A schedule of the interpreted events will be available at Guest Services.

11 Summer Break Survival Tips
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

Develop a list of contact information for friends
from school. Set up some play date exchanges
before the school year ends.
Review the Recreation and Leisure page in the
Illinois Service Resource Center (ISRC) Resource Directory (available online or by request)
for a list of camps and summer activities.
Visit the Illinois Service Resource Center (ISRC)
Library catalogue on the website (www.isrc.us)
for books, videos, and games that can be checked
out. Items are mailed to families with postage
paid envelopes included.
Incorporate language enrichment activities in
your summer plans. There are many resources
online and in libraries, such as http://
www.megaskills.org/
summerLearningMain.html Also, the ISRC Librarian can assist you with locating fun activities
for your child.
Continue to prompt and reinforce appropriate behavior.
Establish a visual calendar of events to assist with
predictability.
If you do not have a videophone, you may wish
(Continued on page 15)
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ASL Interpreted Theatre Shows
The Paramount Theatre in Aurora announces that
there will be two certified sign interpreters translating
all dialogue and lyrics into American Sign Language
at the following performances:
August Rush – Thursday, May 23, 2019 at 7 p.m.
Newsies – Friday, October 18, 2019 at 8 p.m.
Beauty and the Beast – Friday, December 27, 2019
at 8 p.m.
The Secret of my Success – Friday, March 27,
2020 at 8 p.m.
Kinky Boots – Friday, June 12, 2020 at 8 p.m.
Group discounts are available for just 10 or
more. Student groups of 10 or more pay just $20/
ticket for these performances. Contact Joel for more
information.
Email: JoelF@paramountarts.com or call
630.723.2470.

CIAF Gives the Gift of Hearing to Romania
Cochlear implant technology has dramatically changed the lives of hearing
impaired individuals not only in the United States, but throughout the
world. Established in 2005, the Cochlear Implant Awareness Foundation
(CIAF) has been providing cochlear implant (CI) equipment to qualified applicants in need through its Hear Again™ program. CIAF is the only organization
in the world doing what we do.
This Fall, the news of our work reached an incredible organization in Romania
called the Romanian Hearing Project of International Teams lead by Dr. Tricia Towle. Dr. Towle left her home
and medical practice in Pennsylvania in 2003 to go to Cluj, Romania to help hearing impaired individuals. In
2010, Dr. Towle became an advocate for deaf children to receive cochlear implants provided for by the Romanian Health Ministry. Her first patient is now 15 years old and has exceeded all expectations with speech and
language. The cochlear implants are helping children thrive in Romania!
Dr. Towle’s advocacy for children in the Eastern bloc extended into Albania this past summer where she met a
girl named Armela. Armela and her brother Arjeni are both deaf and their family is very poor. While Arjeni
received a cochlear implant at age 2, Armela was denied at age 5 because the Armenian government said she
was “too old” but more likely because she was a female. Armela’s mother was not dissuaded in finding help
for her daughter and was put into contact with Dr. Towle through a mutual missionary friend. Dr. Towles contacted the Albanian government regarding the Albanian Health Ministry’s decision but after tireless months of
inquiry, there was no move forward. Undeterred, Dr. Towles told Armela’s story to countless people in the
United States as well as Romania. In September, Dr. Towle received an email from an American doctor who
has a medical foundation in Albania and wanted to contribute a large sum to Armela’s implant. Other donors
from Romania stepped forward to pay the remaining sum and by the end of October, Armela would have her
surgery in Romania. Such a miracle for this 8-year-old girl and her family!
Romania is a very poor country, but by comparison, has more resources than Albania. A government program
does exist within Romania for children to receive cochlear implants however support for updating equipment is
very poor. In most countries, the processors are replaced every five years, but some children in Romania have
used theirs for more than 12 years! There is a dire need for cochlear implant equipment in Romania.
CIAF corresponded with Dr. Towle and the Vice President of Asculta Viata (Hear Life) Cosmin Brasov in Romania to better understand what cochlear implant equipment was needed to make the biggest impact within the
hearing impaired community. CIAF puts forth countless hours every year to ensure all our CI equipment is
efficiently cataloged and documented. It is for this reason in October we were able to send a comprehensive
donation of $564,00 worth of CI equipment to Romania! We are confident Dr. Towle and her staff will deliver
this equipment to those most in need and help more children with similar stories to that of sweet Armela. We
are also thrilled CIAF can make this global impact. If you would like to help CIAF continue our efforts to help
more people hear, please visit us at www.ciafonline.org

Illinois Deaf Campers
Anita Cervantes-Bowen, the Director of Illinois Deaf Campers, proudly announces to have Illinois Deaf Campers to celebrate the 15th
year of anniversary on the weekend of June 20-23, 2019. Come and
get together with the family and friends camping to meet many Deaf
and Hearing parents whose children are Deaf, Hard of Hearing and
Hearing children plus meeting new friends for a great social skills
along with ASL fun learning during the campfire group stories, and
daytime games activities.
Grandparents are also welcome to join to spend time with their
daughters and/or sons as well as grandchildren. It will be a learning
experience for all.
Call and reserve the camping sites, RV, tents, cabins, or hotels nearby Evening Star Family Campground Resort. See the flyer.
We are ordering T-shirts to show support of this special event.
Email to executor_idcnfp2014@outlook.com with your order for size
along with your name and each person’s name and size. We will contact you when the orders are ready for delivery and have your payment on time to receive the T-shirts.
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This newsletter was produced by Illinois Hands &
Voices, Guide By Your Side in collaboration with:

Summer Internship at Eli Lilly in Indianapolis
I recently finished my 3rd year at Butler University in Indianapolis. I’ll be graduating next spring with a Degree
in Health Care and Business. My last 2 summers and this past semester I had an internship at Eskenazi Hospital in Indianapolis. During my time at Eskenazi I was able to network within the tight work community.
Through my connections I was introduced to an individual in senior management, who then became a mentor
and colleague. She understood that I was a young college student looking to explore healthcare and develop
my skills. Through her connections, I sent my resume to Eli Lilly and Company and was invited to an intern
interview and networking event at their Corporate Campus in Indianapolis. During
the interview I had the opportunity to expand upon my resume, answer some action
questions and above all, sell myself. A few weeks later I received the exciting news
that I have been offered an Intern Position for the Summer of 2019. In the months
leading up to my start date I was in contact with the internship program leaders to
match me with an appropriate project that would reflect my skills and interests.
Because of my intensive knowledge of healthcare, health systems and health sciences I was placed within the Diabetes Business Unit where I am creating a health system strategy for a brand-new product to be released soon. My official role at Eli Lilly
and Company is a Price, Reimbursement and Access (PRA) Intern. The goals of the
PRA division are to create access for all of Eli Lilly’s pharmaceutical portfolios. Furthermore, we split up Access into three areas -- Payer, Healthcare Professionals and
Patient Access. I work in the Payer Access team and my primary focus is to create
access within health systems where patients will be able to obtain our new life saving drug. At the end of my
10 weeks I will have the opportunity to present my project and solutions to senior management. The Lilly Internship Program is a real job experience where we do meaningful work that will go on to be used in company
operations.
One of the goals of Lilly’s Internship Program is to streamline talent into the position as full-time employees
after college graduation. I will be evaluated at the end of my internship and as long as I meet my deliverables
and perform well, I will be offered a full time position. I am excited about this opportunity and look forward to
the coming months. The author, Ethan, has a bilateral hearing loss and uses cochlear implants to hear. He
was diagnosed with hearing loss at 10 months old.
Written by: Ethan Urbanski

(Continued from page 1)
also available the day of. The 50/50 pot grew to $4,550.00 and the
winner walked away with an amazing win of $2,275.00!
Aside from casino games guests of the event could purchase raffle
tickets, chocolate molded in the shape of ears for our chocolate ears
game, bottles of wine for our wine pull game, play gift card roulette,
join in the fun of our heads or tails game for a RING doorbell system
and each guest was automatically entered into a drawing for a door
prize. If that wasn’t enough every guest
was treated to a buffet style dinner, open
bar, and delicious desserts. Over 120 people attended the event this year.
Our community helped us raise over $6,000 for our organization with attendees coming from all over the state. We are so grateful for the amazing team that helped us
put this event together. We would like to send a huge thank you to our sponsors:
MedEl, General Energy Corporation, Cochlear Americas, Alternative Communication
Services, Illinois Academy of Audiology, Northwestern, Choices for Parents, Naperville Lions Club, and Child’s Voice. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
Don’t miss out on all the fun at our next annual fundraiser! Keep a lookout for the
details so we can see you there!
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Looking for a great way to help IL Hands & Voices?
No time to run to the store for cards?
No time to do a scrapbook of your kids?
Looking for a unique iPhone cover?
Illinois Hands & Voices has a solution: SendOutCards! Not only do we use this
service for our non-profit organization, we are offering it to our members and
families. For every subscription, IL Hands & Voices receives a percentage.
With SendOutCards, you can create customized greeting cards that can also
include gift cards, books and gifts as well. The company prints and sends out the
cards through US mail. You can upload your handwriting font and signature
too!
SendOutCards can also help you create:

• Custom photo mugs

• Canvas prints

• iPhone and iPad covers

• Metal prints

• Scrap book and photo books

• Postcards

• Posters

• And much, much more

www.sendoutcards.com/illinoishandsandvoices
Illinois Hands & Voices and
Guide By Your Side participate
in various fundraisers to support and enhance these organi
-zations. If you are interested in making a tax
deductible donation contact Andrea Marwah at
(877) 350-4556 or email her at ilhansandvoies@gmail.com.
-

Check it
out!

(Continued from page 12)

•
•
•
•

to request one at www.sorenson.com or find a
location where your child may use one.
Practice your sign language skills.
Sign up for the monthly ISRC Digital Update e
-mail, which includes a list of upcoming events
for students who are D/HH and their families.
Join and volunteer for deaf events in your area.
Pay attention to your own stress levels. Identify respite services in your area. To network
with other parents visit the Illinois Hands and
Voices website:www.ilhandsandvoices.org

This list was created by the Illinois Service Resource Center (ISRC). In the event of a behavioral
concern or crisis situation, contact the Illinois Service Resource Center at 800-550-4772.
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Do you or your child
have something to
share? A new
adventure or an
accomplishment?
They can be a part of
our next newsletter!
Stories can be
submitted to
ilhvgbys@gmail.com

Stay up to date by becoming a “fan” of

Page 22
22

Illinois Guide By Your Side and Illinois Hands & Voices

Illinois EARS
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Guide By Your Side is the result of a collaborative effort between
the following: IL Hands & Voices and the IL Early Hearing Detection
& Intervention (EHDI) Program.

Illinois Hands & Voices, Guide By Your Side does not support or endorse any specific organization, communication or amplification choice.
The information in this newsletter is to simply share with families and professionals the resources and events available to them.

