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MOM'S NIGHT
INN

The event every mom and female
caregiver looks forward to is here! 
 Mom's Night Inn is around the
corner.  Check out the flier which
includes save the date information.
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LOOKING FOR
NOMINATIONS

Did you know that we recognize
parents who go above and beyond in
helping make a difference and who
support other families outside of their
own?
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WANT TO
LEARN MORE?

It's time to save the date for the
annual statewide conferences for
parents.  
You will find more information on the
flier on page 5.
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This past fall one of our Parent
Guides, Ramona Martin, promoted
to a Lead Parent Guide within our 
 Guide By Your Side program.  The
Leveled Recognition Program (LRP)
levels are Guide, Lead and Senior. 
 The guides can promote to the next
level by participating in certain
activities such as being a member on
local and national committees,
mentoring guides and presenting at
conferences just to name a few. 
 Each level in our IL LRP program
provides a new pay rate in addition
to recognition for their outstanding
achievement.  Congratulations
Ramona on your promotion!

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

We held a zoom meeting on September 15, 2021 for parents of children
who are deaf or hard of hearing. We had 13 families register and 8
attended the virtual event. The purpose of our Getting to Know You
zooms are to connect families with other families who may be able to
share their personal knowledge of resources and/or information related
to our kids. The event is open to any family in Illinois. 

During our September meeting, a variety of topics were discussed. We
talked about hearing aids and the financial aspect of how to pay for
hearing aids. Insight was shared from families about asking for a discount
of patient pay if you pay it off in full. We also discussed how to do sound
checks on the hearing aids at home. Parents shared their thoughts and
habits of how often to check the sound in their infants hearing aids. We
also discussed how to care for hearing aids with infants as well as older
children, when do children need to start learning to clean and care for
their own hearing aids. Parents shared ASL resources with other parents.
There was also a great connection made between families who had
adopted children with hearing loss and other special medical
considerations.

 Please continue to watch your email and the Facebook regional groups
for upcoming Getting to Know You zoom meetings. These meetings will
be taking place monthly during 2022, so please feel free to register and
join any and all that you are able. Upcoming dates for 2022 are: February
16, March 16 and April 20 from 7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. Please email Ramona
Martin at rmartin.gbys@gmail.com with any questions or comments
about this event.

B Y  R A M O N A  M A R T I N

Have you wondered how
you can help other families
with children who are
deaf/hard of hearing? 
 Maybe you want to help
plan events for families to
gather?  Serving as an
Illinois Hands & Voices
Board member is a
wonderful way to connect
with other like minded
individuals while helping
others.  The board is looking
for professionals, parents
and deaf adults.  Find more
information at
ilhandsandvoices.org. 

WE WANT
YOU!
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Thanks for being our SuperHEARo
Our annual fundraiser, the SuperHEARo Dash 5K, was on Saturday August 28th at Phillips Park in Aurora.  
The 5K course ran through the beautiful Phillips Park area, alongside the zoo, several playgrounds, and a
peaceful lake.  The event also included a kids dash, family fun activities and over 15 vendors.  Sponsors for
this year’s 5K included: the Online Itinerant, Lions Club, Med-el, Child’s Voice, Cochlear, Club Pilates,
National Association of Letter Carriers, Captel, Diglo, Shaker Recruitment, Sorenson, Gallaudet
University, Advanced Bionics and Northwestern.  We had a beautiful day surrounded by over 100
participants raising over $15,000 in funds to support scholarships and our IL Guide By Your Side
program!  Thank you to all who donated, sponsored, and attended whether in person or virtual.  YOU
helped us make this event a smashing success! 

The Vision of the Lions of Illinois Foundation is to create a permanent
vehicle for the delivery of programs and services to the visually and
hearing impaired.  At the core mission of the Lions of Illinois Foundation,
it is our duty to provide quality programs for the detection, treatment,
and rehabilitation of those with hearing needs. Currently programs and
services in place to reach that goal include hearing aid banks and hearing
screening.  In addition to hearing and vision assistance, the Lions Club of
Illinois also hosts Camp Lions for children with hearing and/or vision loss
ages 7-17. Visit their website: lionsofillinoisfoundation.org/camp-
lions/general-information/ 

Illinois Hands & Voices,
Guide By Your Side does
not support or endorse any
specific organization,
communication or
amplification choice. The
information in this
newsletter is to simply
share with families and
professionals the
resources and events
available to them. 
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SPONSORS
THANK YOU TO OUR 
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O N L I N E  C O U R S E

MASTER SIGN
LANGUAGE IN AN

IMMERSIVE SIGNING
ENVIRONMENT.

THE SIGNING
ROOM

www.theonlineitinerant.com
/The-Signing-Room

AN ALL-YOU-CAN SIGN
program for “beyond

beginners” ready to make
conversation!

Memberships start at
$97 for 6 weeks of 

Full immersion,
support, and 1:1

private tutoring with a
deaf adult.

SPONSORS
THANK YOU

https://www.theonlineitinerant.com/The-Signing-Room


Everyone Wins!

On October 23rd, IL Hands & Voices Board Members, Parent Guides,
families with children who are deaf/hard of hearing and friends joined
together to enjoy a Chicago Wolves game!  There were opportunities for
the kids to enjoy special activities like shoot the puck and fun photo
displays to catch those precious memories.  Every ticket sold to our
guests not only gained them entry to the game, but a portion of sales
from every ticket was donated back to IL Hands & Voices from the
Chicago Wolves.  They even gave each of our guests a fun Chicago
Wolves knit hat!  In the end, everyone won - even the Wolves!

A  N I G H T  W I T H  T H E  W O L V E S
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This newsletter is supported in part by
grant funding through the IL Early Hearing
Detection & Intervention (EHDI) Program. 



IS MY CHILD
BEHIND?
As a parent or caregiver of a Deaf/Hard of
Hearing (DHH) child, there is probably a lot
that you want to know about your child’s
development! 
Developmental checklists can provide
information for you, as a parent or caregiver,
however there are some things you’ll want to
understand in order to use these checklists
appropriately.  
The Hands & Voices Family Leadership In
Language & Learning (FL3) Program has
developed a resource book titled
"Developmental Milestones.  Sometimes
knowing what is appropriate and what to do
when you have concerns is a hurdle many
families face.  
Scan the QR code here to be taken to this
resource book on the FL3 page. 
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When we discovered that our 2 year old had bilateral hearing loss our
family embarked on a journey to gather as much information &
resources as possible. During that search, we found the Institute for
Parents of Preschool Children Who are Deaf & Hard of Hearing. We
spent a week on the campus of the Illinois School for the Deaf.  Each
day was packed with learning from professionals who serve children
who are deaf/hard of hearing.  One of the best trainings we had was
on the Individualized Education Program better known as the IEP.
The tools we gained helped us properly advocate for our daughter. We
also met other parents who we 
still call friends today.  I think that every parent should attend!!  See
the flier below for more information.
Shared by Alicia Aaron

SHARING AN EXPERIENCE...

The Illinois Early Hearing Detection & Intervention (EHDI) Program works with
parents and providers to ensure all babies get screened for hearing loss no later than 1
month of age; all infants who do not pass their hearing screen receive a diagnostic
evaluation no later than 3 months of age; and all infants with a hearing loss enroll in
early intervention services no later than 6 months of age.  In addition to these goals
recently the JCIH (Joint Committee on Infant Hearing) has added that Parent Support
be provided by 6 months of age.  It is because of this that the IL Hands & Voices Guide
By Your Side program now receives referrals of all babies that have a confirmed
hearing loss so that parent-to-parent support can be provided.  
Visit the IL EHDI website at IllinoisSoundBeginnings.org 
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Caring for the caregiver

In October of 2020 we took placement of a two year old foster child. In the next few
months she received several diagnoses including autism, severe hearing loss, and global
developmental delays.  To say we were overwhelmed was an understatement. Adapting
to this new life of caregiving, doctors appointments, and all the changes this caused for
our family was challenging. But we knew this precious girl needed us.
Our developmental pediatrician recommended we apply for respite services in order to
provide some relief for our family from this new caregiving role we were adapting to. I
reached out to the Illinois Respite Coalition (IRC) and received and immediate response.
The application process for me was easy. They asked if we knew anyone who would
provide respite for our daughter. We have a beloved babysitter who said she would be
open to providing respite. She was required to go through a training program and a
background check which IRC paid her to complete. The IRC will provide up to 180 hours
per year of respite. What a blessing to our family. 
To find out if your family will qualify for respite services contact (630) 207-8479
Or email ilrespitecoalition@gmail.com.

B Y  S A R A H  E V A N S
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Follow us on Social Media:

Illinois Guide By Your Side (GBYS)
Carrie Balian, Program Coordinator
Phone: (224) 343-1873
Email: ilhvgbys@gmail.com
Web: www.ilhandsandvoices.org/guide-by-your-side

Illinois Hands & Voices (H&V)
Andrea Marwah. Executive Director
Phone: (630) 697-3544
Email: executivedirector@ilhandsandvoices.com
Web: www.ilhandsandvoices.org

FIND US
HERE... @illinoishandsandvoices @ilhandsandvoices


